
Let t er t o Parent s Regarding St rike Act ion
Dear Parent / Carer,
You may be aware from media coverage that the NEU (National Education Union) have 
declared strike action, which will take place on the following dates:

- Wednesday, 1 February

- Tuesday, 28 February

- Wednesday, 15 March

- Thursday, 16 March  
The strike is happening because of a national dispute between the unions and the 
government over pay, and not because of any issues at our school. 
I?m getting in touch to give you as much notice as possible that learning may be 
disrupted on the dates listed.  We?re currently considering several options, and I will let 
you know ASAP what the arrangements will be. 
In the interim, I would ask that you be mindful of the strike dates and I would 
recommend that you start to make alternative childcare arrangements for these dates. 
I?m sorry about the potential disruption to you and to your child?s education. I 
understand that this situation may be frustrating, and ask that all members of our 
school community continue to treat each other with respect. Sharples School remains 
committed to providing a safe and secure environment for our pupils and delivering 
high-quality teaching.

Kind regards

Ann Webster
Headteacher

Click here to view the original letter as a PDF.
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Sharples Baccalaureat e

After a fantastic first term where over 90% of Year 7 students achieved at least their 
bronze award for the Sharples Baccalaureate, a range of new clubs are now on offer until 
February half term and there is something for everyone! This term, the number of 
points you need to receive the gold award has been increased, however, there will be 
bigger and better prizes to be won before the Easter holidays, including a trip! We 
encourage Year 7s to attend at least 2 clubs per week and all information about what 
clubs are available can be found at the end of the newsletter.
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Year 11 st udent  is a Nat ional Champion

Year 11 student Alex W has been selected as a National Champion for exhibiting the 
Paralympic Values. Her story features in a special edition book published this month! 
Congratulations to Alex.



The Alchemist  Visi t s Sharples

This week we were very lucky to have a guest visit from The Alchemist Manchester. We 
had Seamus O Donnell (Culinary Director), Hannah Plumb (Talent and Culture Director), 
Isabelle Rigor (Junior sous, Spinningfields - Former Apprentice) and Julian Rigor (Head 
chef, Spinningfields). They spoke to Year 9, 10 and 11 about their careers in the 
Hospitality industry and where they began their journey. Hannah told us about how she 
started as a waitress 20 years ago and now she is Talent and Culture Director. Seamus 
told us all about his first experience cooking a soup and it being so thick, it could be 
held over his head and wouldn't fall out!

The pupils all left a Student?s Review, spoke about how they enjoyed hearing about 
their journey and how they began their careers. It allowed pupils in the school to have 
first hand careers advice from professionals who work in the industry.

As part of the talk we were introduced to The Alchemist brand, they showed us their 
promotional community video, where we heard staff members tell us about the love 



they have for their job. They spoke of how working in the industry gave them the ability 
to express themselves through Food and Drink. This was clearly something that the 
pupils had not considered when they thought about working in the industry. Imagining 
a job where they could work as part of a team, love their job and do something they 
enjoy everyday.

The Alchemists followed up by telling us all about the Apprenticeship scheme that they 
run. They offer a Level 2 apprenticeship, where you can start with basic skills and work 
your way up. On the apprenticeship you learn about food safety, sourcing, seasonality, 
meats, poultry and fish. All information which helps the apprentices understand how to 
source, prepare, cook safely and hygienically and methods that can be used. The 
Alchemist are passionate about providing learning opportunities for the future 
generation and this is why this event was such an amazing opportunity for the pupils. 
Seamus said:

?Apart from giving them an exciting job, with magical recipes, smoke and fireworks, The 
Alchemist also actively tries to cater to the needs of a new generation of food service 
workers.?

Year 9 had lots of really good questions for the team. For example, one pupil asked: 
?What's the most difficult recipe you have cooked??

Another pupil asked about pay and hours that Chefs work when working in a restaurant 
setting. 

The day was enjoyed by all pupils and all our pupils demonstrated excellent behaviour 
throughout the talks. The Student?s Reviews gave us some insight into opinions of the 
day.

Tyler (Year 9) spoke about ?how he enjoyed learning about how becoming an apprentice 
could lead to a career as a chef.?

Josh (Year 9) wrote ?I feel more likely to go into hospitality now as it is not all about 
cooking, there are also management jobs in this industry.?

Ayesha (Year 10) wrote ? It taught me about the different roles in the industry.?

All the feedback we gained from the event was positive and several pupils came back to 
tell us how much they enjoyed the talk and how it had helped them to understand the 
industry more.

The Grand Finale included experiencing a food demonstration, Julian and Isabelle 



demonstrated how to cook a Katsu Curry (pictured below) and demonstrated higher 
level skills, even chopping an onion without looking!! Clearly he has years of experience 
of practising this talent. The pupils got to sample this dish and we even had one pupil 
recreate this dish after the session had finished. Seamus said:

?I was delighted to have the opportunity to be invited by Sharples School to speak to 
the students about entering a career in hospitality. The Alchemist is an Innovative 
Cocktail Bar & Restaurant with 21 locations in the UK and is soon to open in Berlin in 
April. Established in 2010, The Alchemist is known for theatre served through its 
mystical concoctions and unconventional dishes created to tantalise the senses.

The hospitality industry is a fun environment with flexible working hours and gives you 
the perfect opportunity to not only have a career but a passport to travel the world to 
gain valuable life experience. Knowledge is King and Education is the best way to 
facilitate change.?



Sport s Leaders - Panat hlon Swimming Gala

A massive thank you and well done to some of our sports leaders who helped run the 
Panathlon swimming gala for local primary schools on Tuesday. The girls did a brilliant 
job in supporting young people with disabilit ies to water experiences, some for the very 
first time. The students took part in some training in the morning to ensure they knew 
how to support the children in the water. As a result, they were able to support and 
encourage the primary children to take part in races and different activities which 
ensured they developed key skills and water confidence throughout the day. Well done, 
girls!



Engl ish Depart ment ?s St ars of  t he Week

Work of  t he Week

Year 7

Sam B has written a great response about the presentation of Grendel in a poem! Click 
here to view the work.

Year 8

Amaan B has shown some brilliant comparative skills. Click here to view the work.

Year 9

Zain-ul-Abideen N has produced a great narrative and has also shown improvements in 
his work. Click here to view the work.

Year 10

Heidi W has produced an excellent response to a question on transformation in A 
Christmas Carol. Click here to view the work.

Year 11

Kulsoum K has written a great response to an unseen poem. Click here to view the work.

Reader of  t he Week

Year 7

Khalisah P for a great reading as Violet from ?A Series of Unfortunate Events?.

Year 8

Charley R for reading the context of Macbeth with confidence and accuracy.

Year 9

Adam I for his excellent reading of Frankenstein.

Year 10

Amirah A for her brilliant reading of the prologue from Romeo and Juliet.

Year 11

Madiha B for making excellent inferences during An Inspector Calls revision session.
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Science Enrichment  Newslet t er

Educake Top Scorers

Well done to everyone who completed their home learning this week. The top scores for 
each year group are:

Year 11: Khadijah A, Madiha B, Imaan H and David L.

Year 10: Abubakr N, Aaliyah P and Mohamed E.

Year 9: Saffiya A, Ben P, Ahmad T, Ismail Q, Mohamed-Amin, Mariya P, Finn W and 
Tofiqa.

STEM club

This week in KS3 STEM club pupils were investigating the properties of white light. Each 
pupil had to cut out and colour in a spinning wheel (as shown). When the wheel is spun 
rapidly, the different colours combine together to produce white light!! This idea wasn't 
too dizzying for the teams to grasp. Some members then began work on an even bigger 
wheel - outcome pending! Next week the teams will be taking swabs from around the 
school to investigate what different types of bacteria can be found.



Science career of  t he week

This week?s career is Pharmacist. A pharmacist is a healthcare professional who is 
responsible for dispensing and managing medications. They also provide patient 
counselling and education on the proper use of medications. Information about 
experience opportunities, providers, entry requirements and much more can be found 
here: Science career of the Week 

Please speak to Mr. Burke, who will provide you with more information about this, or 
any other, science career. 

Space News

Comet C/2022 E3 (ZTF) has been gradually brightening ever since the automated 
Zwicky Transient Facility discovered it at 17th magnitude last March. Now it 's finally 
having its weeks in the sun (so to speak), crossing the northern sky. It 's currently about 
magnitude 6.5 or 7.0, on its way to perhaps mag 5.5 around the end of January and the 
beginning of February. The comet should now be able to be seen using binoculars. 
When its magnitude dips below 6, it may become visible to the naked eye in a dark 
moon-free sky. The comet can currently be found moving from the constellation of 
Hercules towards Draco and Ursa Minor. 

Mr. Fowlds - Science Enrichment Coordinator
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Mat hemat ician of  t he Mont h - December

Every month a student is nominated from each of the maths classes as ?Mathematician 
of the Month?. These students are nominated based on their hard work, enthusiasm and 
efforts within the lesson. 

Shown above are some of the Year 7 nominees for December. The full lists of nominees 
for each year group are below - well done to them all!

Year 7

Leo L
Aisha A
Shifa B
Kai L
Lorna S
Ciara C
Safa D
Zaiba A
Faatimah A

Year 8

Ibrahim V
Farrah H
Zayba H
Zahara C
Areeb S
Charlie C
Ibrahim N
Amelia G
Zain B

Year 9

Noah L
Ella K
Joshua J
Tofiqa S
Caitlyn M
Ben P
Mohammed 
Rehan D
Halima G
Adam E
Ismail Q

Year 10

Safa A
Sadie W
Molly W
Cady C
Heidi H
Khadijah P
Jawaad A
Yusuf A
Mohammed 
Zain M

Year 11

Daniel F
Madiha B
Madison K
Alex W
Kandida S
Kelsey W
Elisha V
Joshua E
Momna H
Chelsea S



Great  news f rom t he 'Power of  Poet ry' compet i t ion 2022

Congratulations to the following students:
Muhammad-Khaleel V
Jessica K
Oliver B
Hatim K
Ismael I
Your work is now published in the Young Writers 'Power of Poetry' anthology.
You can come see your work in the library. A very well done to you all!
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Cherie U - Nort h of  England Championships

On Saturday 14th January Cherie U travelled down to Sheffield Institute of Sport to 
compete in the North of England Athletics Championships. Competing in the U17 60m 
as a lower age, Cherie managed a very impressive 2nd place in the final and also 
secured a PB time of 7.80 seconds. This is a fantastic achievement and sets Cherie up 
nicely for the Nationals next month where she will compete against athletes across the 
country. Click the link here to watch Cherie race in the final!
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At t endance Informat ion
Reporting an absence:

If your child is too ill to attend school, please contact the school before 
9.30am with full details of your child?s illness/symptoms. The attendance 
email is the easiest way to contact school as the phone line can get very 
busy.

The school attendance email is: attendance@sharplesschool.co.uk

If we are unable to make contact and you do not provide a reason for your 
child?s absence, this absence will be recorded as unauthorised.

At t endance Dat a

226 pupils have achieved 100% this academic year

Dat es for your 
Diary

Monday 16th 
January to  Friday 
27th January: 
Year 9 Exams

Tuesday 31st 
January: Trip to 
Bolton Catering 
College (10:00 ? 
13:30)

Wednesday 1st 
February: Runshaw 
College Visit - Law 
Mock Trial (08:40 ? 
12:00)

Year Groups attendance this week:
Year 7 = 95.99%
Year 8 = 95.02%
Year 9 = 96.36%
Year 10 = 93.23%
Year 11 = 93.49%

Best forms this week: 
7Ples4 = 99.56%

8L = 98.47%
9P1 = 100%

10A = 96.70%
11S1 = 99.54%
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